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A Message From the Editor - to all the faithful  

readers of Chatfield Farms and Beyond.   

 

Beginning with this issue, I will be producing the  

newsletter on a quarterly basis. When I first started the 

newsletter seven years ago, I tried to produce it almost 

every month.  We were actively adding new homes and 

residents to the community at that time.  In fact, our  

Chatfield Farms community has grown by 85 homes since 

that time.  And we have had numerous resales.  Folks have 

moved here from other cities and towns in Connecticut, as 

well as from other states.   

 

The intent of the newsletter was to introduce our Chatfield 

community to the new residents and the opportunities for 

enrichment and exploration in the surrounding area.  And 

for those of us who have lived here most of our life, we 

have even learned about some hidden gems. 

 

I will continue to research and share articles that are  

educational, new places to explore, events that are  

entertaining, and opportunities to participate in the many 

activities offered at Chatfield Farms.    

 

As always, if you have a topic of interest that you would 

like to share with the community in the newsletter, please 

contact me at ncarroll51@gmail.com.  

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Nancy Carroll 

 
Winter Olympics 

The 2026 Winter Olympics,  

officially the XXV Winter  

Olympic Games, and commonly 

known as Milano Cortina 2026 , 

is scheduled to take place from  

February 6 to 22, 2026 at sites 

across Lombardy and Northeast 

Italy.  

Events will take place in clusters, with Milan hosting ice 

events and Cortina and other valleys hosting snow 

sports, including the historic San Siro Stadium for the 

Opening Ceremony on February 6th .   Ski  

mountaineering is set to debut with new medal events.  

Whether you enjoy alpine skiing, figure skating, ice 

hockey, luge, snowboarding, or any of the other  

featured winter sports, expect excitement in the  

competitions. Americans athletes to watch : 

Mikaela Shiffrin (Alpine Skiing): A legend seeking 

more Olympic glory, aiming for records in the 2026  

season. 

Chloe Kim (Snowboarding): A two-time gold medalist 

looking for a third halfpipe title.  

Ilia Malinin (Figure Skating): The "Quad God," known 

for his incredible technical skills and potential.  

Jordan Stolz (Speed Skating): A young star  

dominating the short distances. 

Jessie Diggins (Cross-Country Skiing): A beloved 

and powerful skier, a leader for Team USA.  

Kaillie Humphries & Elana Meyers Taylor (Bobsled): 

Multiple gold medalists hoping for more hardware.  

Hilary Knight & Kendall Coyne Schofield (Ice  

Hockey): Key players on the dominant U.S. Women's 

Hockey Team.  

 

 

 

We continue to welcome new residents to our  

Chatfield community.  So while you are out and about 

walking the Farm, please say hello and offer a warm  

welcome to the following: 

 

Mark & Wendy Hopkinson, 3 Timberland Way 

Kenneth & Victoria Marz, 81 Fieldstone Lane  

to Chatfield Farms 

 



Here is what we have been doing on the Farm…...…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHATFIELD FARMS  and Beyondand Beyondand Beyond 

Winter 2026 - page 2 

Continued on page 3 

The “Casino” clubhouse was the place to be on  

Saturday January 10th. Sixty residents joined in the fun of  

gambling with the house money to win raffle tickets for   

exciting prizes. They tried their luck with slots,  

blackjack, craps, roulette and poker. In the end seven lucky  

residents won Amazon gift cards. It was another  

successful event hosted by the Social Committee, and 

led by  Denise McGrath and her committee.  

Bingo continues the first 

Sunday of the month thanks 

to Leona Schwartz. Our  

January 4th winners were: 

Twelve Chatfield residents ventured to a Foodology 

Cooking Class on January 20th.  The theme of the 

meal was “Meet Me In Milan”.   

Chef Christina Hart guided us through preparation of 

this delicious meal beginning with an arugula and  

spinach salad with frizzled prosciutto, dried cranberries, 

pear, and fresh grated parmigiana on top of flatbread 

that we made ourselves! Then came lemony  chicken 

piccata with roasted garlic mashed potatoes followed by 

Chianti berry reduction over gelato topped with almond 

infused sweet cream.  Are you hungry yet?  

A fantastic way to spend an afternoon with great people! 

Life is better on the farm for sure!  Thank you to 

Maureen Wolter for coordinating this adventure.  



Coming up soon ……  

 

 

 Watch for Future Events and  
  Mark Your Calendar  
 

Feb 1   Bingo 
Feb 2   5 Crowns 
Feb 10   Trivia 
Feb 14   You’re My Hot Cocoa Date 
Feb 16   Rummikub 
Feb 21   Bingo Mania (New Haven) 

Mar 1     Bingo 
Mar 2     5 Crowns 
Mar 5     SAC Meeting at 10:00 am 
Mar 10   Trivia 
Mar 16   Rummikub 
Mar 18   HOA Board Meeting 
Mar 21   Concert/Movie Night 
Mar 28   Murder Mystery Dinner 
Mar 30   Nature Talk  

 
The Social Activities Committee has more 
activities planned for the future.  Watch your 
email for announcements of planned events.   
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Super Bowl LX  is the  

upcoming championship 

game of the National  

Football League (NFL) for 

the 2025 season. It will be 

played between the National 

Football Conference (NFC) 

champion Seattle Seahawks and the American Football  

Conference (AFC) champion New England Patriots . The game 

is scheduled to take place on February 8, 2026.   Time to start 

thinking about what food you will be serving - chili, wings, chips, 

the standards.  Whatever it may be, enjoy the end of the football 

season.  

vs 

The 98th Oscar nominations were announced 

on January 22nd.  Here are the nominees for  

BEST PICTURE 

 Bugonia 

 F1 

 Frankenstein 

 Hamnet 

 Marty Supreme 

 One Battle After Another 

 Secret Agent 

 Sentimental Value 

 Sinners 

 Train Dreams 

During the next 6 weeks see how many of these  

movies you can see and then make your own  

prediction on which is the BEST!  To learn more  

about the other nominations go to the  

98th Academy Awards website.  

Sunday,   

M arch 15,  2026  

Wadsworth Falls, Middletown 

Great Falls in Falls Village,       

Canaan 

Blackledge Falls,  

Glastonbury 

It’s the dead of winter and the middle of a cold snap. A  

perfect time to explore the natural world, right? If you like 

seeing waterfalls locked in frozen beauty, it might be an  

ideal time to take a hike or ride. Here are some of the best 

spots to check out frozen waterfalls across Connecticut.  

https://www.oscars.org/oscars/ceremonies/2026
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Book Review  

by Paul Hensler 

 

Baseball in the Roaring Twenties: The Yankees, the Cardinals, & the Captivating 1926 Season  

by Thomas Wolf  

Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 2025  

 

A finalist for baseball literature’s prestigious Seymour Medal in 2020, historian Thomas Wolf has 

delivered another book that reaches back to an earlier era with Baseball in the Roaring  

Twenties.  Though the title claims the broader timeframe, the subtitle narrows his focus that  

succeeds in developing a narrative that sets the tone for a raucous decade while at once taking 

the reader on a journey through a remarkable baseball season.  

The author uses several strands to weave an accessible and enjoyable tale.  These threads are 

the American and National League campaigns of 1926, the achievements of the Negro Leagues, 

and the tinges of the cultural backdrop of the one of the more remarkable periods in American 

history. 

Many readers will be disabused of the notion that gambling revealed in the 1919 Black Sox  

scandal ended baseball’s problem with nefarious characters who stood to benefit from rigged 

games.  The prime movers and shakers in these pages were Babe Ruth (naturally); Rogers 

Hornsby, the Goliath among National League hitters; and a stalwart of the Negro Leagues, promoter Rube Foster, who 

draws notice for creating “a parallel universe to the white Major Leagues” (95).  This effort was aided in large measure by 

the appearance of Satchel Paige, one of the greatest pitchers ever, regardless of what pitching mound he threw from.  

Wolf uses a chronological approach in unfolding his narrative.  Two introductory pages set the scene of the 1920s, and 

we’re introduced to Hornsby, perhaps only second to Ruth as baseball’s premier batsman.  The chapters move through the 

1926 season, during which pitcher Grover Cleveland Alexander is also added to the story line.  As the text advances, there 

is a constant shifting from action in the American League – the New York Yankees are central – to events in the National, 

where Hornsby’s Cardinals finally reign supreme to face the Bronx Bombers in a World Series for the ages.  

Those unfamiliar with the outcome of the Fall Classic of 1926 will delight in how Wolf succinctly wraps up the Series, 

capped with a surprising failure by Ruth that closed out Game Seven.  Because of other ground covered up to that point, 

Wolf obligingly supplies resolutions to what transpired in the Colored World Series as well as the bespoke gambling issue.  

In some cases, readers may feel left hanging a bit at the end of Chapter 22, but the author concludes by dotting the i’s with  

a valuable epilogue.  This coda provides thumbnail briefs that answer some lingering “Whatever happened to…” questions.  

The book’s ten-page bibliography attests to the sources the author has employed for profit, in addition to twenty pages of 

endnotes that further include many editorial comments to give contour to the text where warranted.  

If there is a drawback to the book, it seems that the chapters might actually be too short, especially since each of those is , 

in turn, broken up into even smaller subsections.  Yet, this brevity allows the author to pivot quickly from one topic to  

another.  Also – and here’s a bit of an inside secret – publishers are more reluctant to issue lengthy books because of the 

increased cost of paper.  Authors who were formerly given up to, say, 120,000 words are now on a shorter leash of about 

90,000 words for projects of this scope.  Fewer words mean fewer pages, and fewer pages mean a lower cost to produce a 

hard copy.  For better of worse, this is an economic fact of the retail book world.  

Whether you’re reading this review in the dead of winter , the emergence of spring – i.e., when Spring Training is in high 

gear – or while the national pastime is in full bloom, be advised that Baseball in the Roaring Twenties will steep you in a 

wonderful historic look-back that has been given a very commendable treatment by Thomas Wolf.  This book should also 

garner some attention for next year’s Seymour Medal.  

         Continue on next page with Spring Training 



 

 

CHATFIELD FARMS  and Beyondand Beyondand Beyond 

Winter 2026 - page 5 

Continued on page 6 

Spring Training 

 

Paul Hensler’s love of reading and baseball inspires us to read more and to think about 

the beloved sport of baseball.  For those of you who are reading this from the southern 

half of our country or if you are planning on traveling south, let’s talk Spring Training - 

already!! 

Players will soon be on their way to spring training camps in Arizona and Florida and pitchers and catchers 

are officially due to report in less than a month. Soon thereafter, exhibition games will get underway, and 

before long it'll be Opening Day 2026 (Thursday, March 26).  

While the clubs makes their own determination on when their players should arrive to spring training and get 

down to business, those dates generally fall within a tight window. This is a World Baseball Classic year, so 

reporting dates a little earlier than usual, as those players have to get ready sooner. Every team will open 

spring training the week of Feb. 9 this year.  

Below, you'll find the first full squad opening dates for each club and location, broken down by their  

respective exhibition season leagues, be it the Cactus League (Arizona) or Grapefruit League (Florida).  

While you are taking in the sun, and if you are in the area near a ballpark, you might be interested 

in visiting one of the parks listed above and watch a training session or a game.  The first MLB 

Spring Training games for 2026 kick off on  Friday, February 20, 2026.   To learn more about Spring 

Training go to Cactus League or Grapefruit League sites. 

 

CACTUS LEAGUE (Arizona) 

   

Arizona Diamondbacks (Scottsdale) Feb.15 

Athletics (Mesa) Feb.16 

Chicago Cubs (Mesa) Feb.16   

Chicago. White Sox (Glendale) Feb.15    

Cincinnati Reds (Goodyear) Feb.16   

Cleveland Guardians (Goodyear) Feb.17    

Colorado Rockies (Scottsdale) Feb.17    

Kansas City Royals (Surprise) Feb.16    

Los Angeles Angels (Tempe) Feb.16    

Los Angeles Dodgers (Glendale) Feb.17    

Milwaukee Brewers (Phoenix) Feb.17    

San Diego Padres (Peoria) Feb.15   

San Francisco Giants (Scottsdale) Feb.15    

Seattle Mariners (Peoria) Feb.17   

Texas Rangers (Surprise) Feb.15   

 

 

GRAPEFRUIT LEAGUE (Florida) 

 

Atlanta Braves (North Port) Feb.15    

Baltimore Orioles (Sarasota) Feb.16    

Boston Red Sox (Fort Myers) Feb.15    

Detroit Tigers (Lakeland) Feb.15   

Houston Astros (West Palm Beach) Feb. 16    

Miami Marlins (Jupiter) Feb.16    

Minnesota Twins (Fort Myers) Feb.16   

New York Mets (Port St. Lucie) Feb.16    

New York Yankees (Tampa) Feb.16   

Philadelphia Phillies (Clearwater) Feb.16    

Pittsburgh Pirates (Clearwater) Feb.16    

St. Louis Cardinals (Jupiter) Feb.16    

Tampa Bay Rays (Port Charlotte) Feb.17    

Toronto Blue Jays (Dunedin) Feb.16    

Washington Nationals (West Palm Beach) Feb.16  
  

https://cactusleague.com/schedule.php
https://floridagrapefruitleague.com/
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Stay warm 

On July 4, 2026, our nation will commemorate and celebrate the 250th  

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  

The journey toward this historic milestone is an opportunity to pause and reflect on our 

nation’s past, honor the contributions of all Americans, and look ahead toward the future 

we want to create for the next generation and beyond. The next five months will be filled 

with activities, events and celebrations all across the United States.  As we learn of local events, we will publish them in the 

newsletter. 

As we prepare to celebrate, a look back on the history of July 4, 1776 is appropriate.  The  Declaration of  

Independence, formally The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America  in the original printing, 

is the founding document of the United States . On July 4, 1776, it was adopted unanimously by the  Second Continental 

Congress, who were convened at the Pennsylvania State House, later renamed  Independence Hall, in the colonial city 

of Philadelphia. These delegates became known as the nation's  Founding Fathers. The Declaration explains why 

the Thirteen Colonies regarded themselves as independent  sovereign states no longer subject to British colonial rule, and 

has become one of the most circulated, reprinted, and influential documents in history.  

The American Revolutionary War commenced in April 1775 with the  Battles of Lexington and Concord. Amid the  growing  

tensions, the colonies reconvened the Congress on May 10. Their king,  George III, proclaimed them to be  in rebellion on 

August 23. On June 11, 1776, Congress appointed the  Committee of Five (John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas  

Jefferson, Robert R. Livingston, and Roger Sherman) to draft and present the Declaration. Adams, a leading proponent of 

independence, persuaded the committee to charge Jefferson with writing the document's original draft, which the Congress 

then edited. Jefferson largely wrote the Declaration between June 11 and June 28, 1776. The Declaration was a formal  

explanation of why the Continental Congress voted to declare American independence from the  Kingdom of Great Britain. 

Two days prior to the Declaration's adoption, Congress passed the  Lee Resolution, which resolved that the British no longer 

had governing authority over the Thirteen Colonies. The Declaration justified the independence of the colonies, citing  27  

colonial grievances against the king and asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a right of revolution.  

The Declaration was unanimously ratified on July 4 by the Second Continental Congress, whose delegates represented  

each of the Thirteen Colonies. There are 56 signatures on the Declaration of Independence. Fifty men from 13 states signed 

the document on August 2 in 1776. The other six signed over the course of the next year and a half. As the President of the 

Second Continental Congress, John Hancock signed first. He wrote his name very large. Some of the men abbreviated their 

first names, like Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin. All of the signers risked their lives when they signed the  

Declaration of Independence as they knew they were committing an  act of high treason against The Crown, which was  

punishable by torture and death.  

The Declaration has proven an influential and globally impactful statement on human rights. The Declaration was viewed 

by Abraham Lincoln as the moral standard to which the United States should strive, and he considered it a statement of  

principles through which the  Constitution should be interpreted.  In 1863, Lincoln made the Declaration the centerpiece of 

his Gettysburg Address, widely considered among the most famous speeches in American history.  The Declaration's second 

sentence, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are  Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness",  is  

considered one of the most significant and famed lines in world history.  

Some books that may be of interest on the Declaration of  

Independence: 

 Declaration: The Nine Tumultuous Weeks When America Became 

Independent, May 1-July 4, 1776,  William Hogeland 

 American Scripture: Making the Declaration of  Independence, 

Pauline Maier 

 The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, Fiftieth  

Anniversary Edition, Bernard Bailyn  

 Go to The American Revolution: A Reading List  for more recommendations. 

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/features/the-american-revolution-a-reading-list

